
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
19 FEBRUARY 2020 

7:30 P.M. 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster is holding a regular meeting at 7:30 PM, on February 19, 2020 at Village 
Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509.  

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, George Gaspar, Tom Boissonnault  
Village Police Chief:  John Del Gardo 
Village Engineer: Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé 
Clerk & Treasurer: Michelle Chiudina 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer: Donna Milazzo  

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 

Regular Meeting 

1. George Sohn, St. Lawrence O’Toole – Parade Permit. George Sohn, representing St. Lawrence O’Toole, has submitted a 
parade permit scheduled for April 10, 2020, assembling at 121 Main Street at 7:00 pm. The parade will begin at 7:30 pm 
and the route will be Main Street to Progress Street to Prospect Street and ending at St. Lawrence O’Toole around 9:00 
pm. Mr. Sohn expects there to be between 350-400 people, Trustee Bryde comments on how wonderful the size of the 
event is and Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if the numbers presented are on the low side as the event has grown over the 
years. Mr. Sohn replies that the weather has played a large factor in the size of the event. Mayor Schoenig motions to 
approve the parade permit for St. Lawrence O’Toole with the mentioned parameters of the event and waives all fees 
involved, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. Trustee Gaspar mentions that former Clerk Peter Hansen’s name is still 
on the parade permit application and Clerk Chiudina explains that the parade permit on the Village website has been 
corrected but if any organizations have made old copies to keep in their files, they will still have former Clerk Hansen’s 
name. Copy of the permit will be attached to the minutes. 

 



2. Judy Marano, Music Festival. The Cultural Arts Coalition will be having their Music Festival at Wells Park on June 6, 2020 
from 12 pm to 7 pm and Ms. Marano informs the Board that the event will have liquor again and has applied for the 
liquor license, which she has received, stating that it is easier to obtain now since she had applied last year and received 
a license. She mentions that last year’s event had 1,500 people and the Coalition raised $10,000 for Studio Around the 
Corner. Mayor Schoenig informs Ms. Marano that Garden Street School has been sold and he is unsure that the new 
owners will allow parking on their property and offers the Tri-State Lot and the parking lot at 208 Main Street. Ms. 
Marano states that the County is providing the Coalition with the trolley again for the event to shuttle those parking 
farther away. Trustee Boissonnault suggests that perhaps Markel Park could be used for parking. Mayor Schoenig 
motions to allow the Cultural Arts Coalition to use 208 Main Street as parking for the vendors, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, 
all in favor 5 to 0. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the Cultural Arts Coalition to hold the Music Festival on June 6, 
2020 from 12 pm to 7 pm and allowing their staff to set up before the event, including a few days before to set up a 
stage, and post signs around the Village, so long as they are not obstructing view, and all fees involved will be waived, 
Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.   

3. Monthly Reports: 
3.1. Police January, 2020 Report. Tabled. 
3.2. Code Enforcement January, 2020 Report. Bill Scorca delivers the January, 2020 Code Enforcement Report. Mr. 

Scorca mentions the status of the project that are ongoing in the Village at this time, including 530 North Main 
Street, 196 – 200 Main Street, Verizon Building, 538 North Main Street, and 85 Main Street. Trustee Bryde asks 
about the one property registration charge for this month and Mr. Scorca explains that it is a new owner who is 
renting their property. Trustee Bryde asks about an email that the Board received about religious services being 
held without a permit and Mr. Scorca explains that he has an inspection coming up and will assess the situation 
further. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the January, 2020 Code Enforcement Report, Deputy Mayor Piccini 
2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. Copy will be attached to the minutes. 

3.3. Engineer’s Report for December, 2019 and January, 2020. Village Engineer, Todd Atkinson of Folchetti & Associates 
to deliver the Engineer’s Report for December, 2019 and January, 2020. Mr. Atkinson explains the accident at the 
Marvin Avenue Pump Station, where a surge of electricity is believed to have devastated the entire station and 
Clerk Chiudina is waiting for the electrician’s report to find out the cause of what happened. Trustee Bryde 
mentions that the cutter blades were ordered in December and they still appear on January’s report and Mr. 
Atkinson informs the Board that the part has not arrived yet. Mr. Atkinson further explains the change orders that 
were approved at the previous meeting and announces that the Marvin Avenue Bridge is open for use. Mayor 
Schoenig motions to approve the Engineer’s Reports for December, 2019 and January, 2020, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all 
in favor 5 to 0. Copy will be attached to the minutes. 

4. Approve Auction Bid for Plow Frame. Clerk Chiudina informs the Board that DPW Superintendent Domenic Consentino 
received $105.00 for the plow frame that was posted for auction and the other items that were not bid on will be 
scrapped. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the auction price and sale for the plow frame and for Mr. Consentino to 
continue with the auction process and scrapping process for those items not sold, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  

5. Correspondence Sent & Received for January, 2020. Trustee Bryde asks if there was a response to the letter that was 
sent out to the owners of the taxi cab companies and Clerk Chiudina states the Village has not. Trustee Bryde also 
mentions that it was nice of Judy Callahan to send a letter thanking the Board for allowing the Putnam CAP toy drive to 
be held at 25 Marvin Avenue. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the correspondence sent and received for January, 
2020, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  

6. February 5, 2020 Minutes for approval. Trustee Bryde approves the February 5, 2020 minutes, Deputy Mayor Piccini 
2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  

7. Vouchers Payable. Deputy Mayor Piccini reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 
7.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $11,671.75 
7.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 19,774.97 
7.3. F -  WATER FUND 4,331.16 
7.4. G - SEWER FUND 58,414.93 
7.5. H63 -  TONETTA BROOK MARVIN AVE. HEADWALL 4,347.25 
7.6. TA -  TRUST & AGENCY  1,561.25 

Total Vouchers Payable $100,101.31 
Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the vouchers payable as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 



8. Other Business 
8.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini invites any Board members who would like to join her in a meeting with Prosper 

Communications to discuss the contract and scope of work for the Village website and newspaper. Trustee Bryde 
mentions that the cost of discussing the newspaper and the website with Prosper Communication continues to rise 
and the project is snow balling. Deputy Mayor Piccini believes that Ms. Kaslyn wants to know the Board’s thoughts 
on how involved the Board would like her to be. 

8.2. Trustee Bryde asks about the situation with Irene Hagan and the fence that was built adjacent to her property. 
Trustee Boissonnault mentions that he went to see the fence and spoke with Ms. Hagan about the issues she is 
having and believes that the fence is placed in such a way that people will use her property to get around the fence 
and is aware that Ms. Hagan has contacted the Village to not use tax payers dollars to fix the problem. He believes 
that the Board should do anything in their power to remediate the situation that was caused by the proactiveness 
of the Board. Trustee Gaspar visited the site on Sunday and is concerned about the signage on the fence itself as 
there is signage on Ms. Hagan’s property that says ‘No Trespassing’. Clerk Chiudina recalls that a ‘No Trespassing’ 
sign was supposed to be on the fence in English and Spanish but there is only a “Keep Out” sign facing the North 
Main Street side of the fence. Mayor Schoenig believes that the distance to extend the fence is not going to cost 
much to correct the issue caused by the fence being built in that spot and asks Counsel Molé to continue looking 
into whether the Board will be allowed to use Village funds to pay for the extension of the fence. Trustee Bryde 
asks about the email about the Board’s obligation to post draft minutes before they are approved. Counsel Molé 
states that the Board is required to make draft meeting minutes available within 14 days after the meeting to the 
public and that is up to the discretion of the Board to decide how they would like to make the minutes available, 
whether it be on a public website or announcing that they are available upon request. Deputy Mayor Piccini states 
that this new information may have been brought to light due to training received by Board members. Trustee 
Bryde mentions that the Fireman’s Ball is this weekend on February 22, 2020.  

9. New Business – None. 
10. Public Comment 

10.1. Richard Prejs would like to bring to the Board’s attention that there are cars going in and out the wrong 
ways to enter and exit the building. Trustee Bryde confirms that she has seen this happen as well.  

10.2. John Lord asks about an issue with a Town property that was paying for Village water that was discolored. 
Mayor Schoenig states the determination is that the pipes belong to the property owner and that the house was 
unoccupied for quite some time and the discoloration of water was due to build up in the pipe. Mayor Schoenig 
informs the public that Mr. Consentino informed the Board that the issue has been resolved. Mr. Lord also asks 
about the development for the Urban Renewal Project. Mayor Schoenig informs him that the Village is waiting to 
finalize a contract with New York City DEP. Mr. Lord asks if Metro North Railroad was involved in this contract and 
Counsel Molé explains that they are not involved in the contract but are a part of the ongoing discussion about the 
property.  Mr. Lord also reiterates that Irene Hagan would like to have the fence taken down.  

11. Mayor Schoenig motions to go into executive session for legal reasons and no action will be taken after the meeting, 
Deputy Mayor 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  

12. Mayor Schoenig motions to come out of executive session and adjourn the regular meeting, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, 
all in favor 5 to 0.  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


